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Abstract
The Centre for Commercialization of
Regenerative Medicine (CCRM) is a
Canadian not-for-profit, public-private
consortium funded by the Government of
Canada’s Networks of Centres of
Excellence program, six Ontario-based
institutional partners and more than 20
leading companies in regenerative
medicine industry. CCRM supports the
development of technologies that
accelerate the commercialization of stem
cell- and biomaterials-based technologies and therapies. The office,
located at the Banting Institute at the
University of Toronto, has a 7,000 square
foot development facility that houses
three platforms: Cell Reprogramming and
Engineering; Cell Manufacturing; and,
Biomaterials and Devices. A network of
academics, industry and entrepreneurs,
CCRM translates scientific discoveries
into marketable products for patients.
CCRM launched in Toronto’s Discovery
District on June 14, 2011. Partnering with
industry completes the puzzle, capturing
business expertise to accelerate product
development and commercialization.

CCRM’s industry consortium represents
the key sectors of the regenerative
medicine industry: therapeutics, devices,
reagents, and cells as tools.
In his presentation, Michael May will
share initial experiences from CCRM’s
first year and demonstrate what CCRM
brings to the international community. He
will also discuss how CCRM, as a
Technology Innovation Centre (TIC), will
support and drive the commercialization
of cell therapies. How will the gap
between the public and private sectors be
bridged? How can CCRM de-risk the
development of stem cell therapies for
industry? What does the future hold for a
vibrant, innovative industry, centred on a
technology innovation centre like CCRM?
How might CCRM work at a national level
and also collaborate internationally?
What might be the knock on effect for the
Australasian stem cell therapy industry in
terms of driving forward therapies that are
economically
and
clinically
good
choices?
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